Comparison of three types of reagents for detection of Bacteroides fragilis by direct immunofluorescence.
Three different methods were used to prepare conjugates for the detection of rods of the Bacteroides fragilis group by direct immunofluorescence. Lyophilized conjugates were prepared. Three sets (five in each) of monovalent conjugates against serotype strains of B. fragilis (including conjugate E/E1 + E2) and polyvalent conjugate (A + B + C + D + E1 + E2) were obtained. Each conjugate was prepared in two variants: 1. unabsorbed, 2. absorbed with tissue powder prior to lyophilization. Conjugates obtained by precipitation of sera with 50% ethanol and direct coupling of gammaglobulins with stain were found to meet the requirement for good fluorescence reagents and are well suited for the detection of B. fragilis by direct immunofluorescence. Absorption of the conjugates with tissue powder before lyophilization did not affect their quality.